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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height),,one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $3.50. 
eS Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IIl. 


Ai Priest after God’s Own Heart 
By Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 

Al PRACTICAL manual to assist the priest in sanctifying his busy, 

apostolic life so as to make it truly resemble that of his Divine 
Model. Neatly bound in black cloth, with red edges and gilt title. 
Prayer book size; 240 pages. Would make an appropriate gift for or- 
dination, or its anniversary, as well as for other special occasions. 
Price, $1.00. 


Confession, Direction, Particular Examen for Religious 
by Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 

Instructions on frequent confession, the daily particular examen 
and spiritual direction for souls striving for perfection. Though in- 
tended especially for religious it is also suitable for all devout souls. 
An acceptable gift for any occasion. 262 pages. Price, $1.00. 


Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silkk Damask Brocades 


Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries. 


Thomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 











Fabernacle and Purgatory 
Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. ‘ “i 
Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

















PREMIUMS for APRIL 
for NEW and RENEWAL Subscriptions 


For ONE Subscription 


“‘Magnificence of the Love of God, and the Effi- 
cacy of Perfect Contrition’’ — A booklet on the in- 
finite goodness and love of God towards His crea- 
tures, and the great efficacy of acts of love’and con- 
trition. Several pages of prayers. OR:— 

Pictures: A very touching picture of the scourged 
and thorn-crowned Savior, with a companion picture 
of the Mother of Sorrows; print from original by 
Janssens. Sepia on buff paper; 6 x 7% inches. 
Or, a slightly smaller picture of the Ecce Homo, rep- 
resenting the meek Savior with hands bound and 
holding a reed, together with a companion picture of 
the Sorrowful Mother holding a crown of thorns. 
Size 4% x 7 inches. OR:— 

Packet of Assorted bookmarks: Attractive prints 
with encouraging thoughts and verses. OR:— 

Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — Made of 
white plastic material with an image of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague imprinted on it in blue, and the in- 
scription: The more you honor Me, the more I will 
bless you. The holder is designed so the pencil may 
be inserted in two different ways for writing, accord- 
ing to one’s preference for a longer or a shorter pencil. Eraser and 
pencil come with each holder. 


For THREE Subscriptions 


(NOTE: The premiums listed here for three subscriptions are given only for 
three separate one-year subscriptions, and not for one subscription for three 
years at the reduced rate of $2.00.) 


“Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord’? — Two com- 
panion booklets covering the major feasts of the Church year. OR:— 


“Life of Sister Mary Fortunata Viti, O.S.B.” — An edifying ac- 
count of the heroic life of charity and self-sacrifice of a saintly Bene- 
dictine religious of our own times. 218 pages. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 
Passion Series — 9 devotional booklets on the sufferings of Jesus 
and Mary in the Passion. OR:— : 
“The Last Supper’ — Sepia reproduction of Leonardo da Vinci's 
masterpiece. 19 x 32 inches. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Through her Heart, His sorrows sharing, 
All His bitter anguish bearing, 
Now at length the sword has passed. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Holy “Week in the Liturgy 


ete 
FTER placing before the faithful during the first weeks 


of Lent, for their encouragement and imitation, Christ 
fasting forty days and tempted by the devil, the Church 
devotes the last two weeks before Easter to meditation 
on the sufferings of our Savior. She does not wish her 
children to be unprepared for the celebration of the 
day on which the Divine Lamb was sacrificed. For this 
reason she wishes them to know what Christ suffered and to suffer with 
Him in spirit the tortures He endured for them. Even the serious mien 
which she has adopted during the last four weeks no longer suffices for 
the sorrowing Bride of Christ. She knows that wicked men are seeking 
her Bridegroom, whom they have sworn to put to death, and that in a 
few days she will see His enemies lay desecrating hands on Him. She 
will then accompany Him to the mount of sufferings, will listen to 
His last sigh on the Cross, and finally will behold His lifeless Body 
sealed in the tomb. It is not surprising, then, that she earnestly invites 
all her children to contemplate during these last two weeks of Lent 
Him who is the object of all her love and sorrowing compassion. 
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But our holy Mother the Church does not ask fruitless tears and 
idle sympathy of us her children; she wishes us to profit by the lessons 
which are placed before our eyes in the unfolding scenes of the Passion. 
She recalls to us how our Savior, on His way to Calvary, said to the 
women of Jerusalem who shed compassionate tears over Him, “Do not 
weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children” (Luke 
xxiii. 28). It was not that He rejected the tribute of their tears; He 
was touched by this expression of their grief; but the love He bore 
them urged Him to speak these seemingly harsh words. He wished, 
above all, that they should comprehend the greatness of the Mystery 
which was taking place, in which the Justice of God showed itself so 
inexorable against sin. For only they can rightly understand the 
Passion of Our Lord who behold it in the dark light of sin. They 
who contemplate it only exteriorly will merely be moved with natural 
sympathy over the Blood and Wounds, the crown of thorns and the 
scourging, the Cross and nails. But they who enter into the cause of 
these sufferings will shudder at the tragedy and the guilt of sin, and 
will strive to root out from their lives all that is sinful. 

During the foregoing weeks the Church has begun the conversion 
of sinners. Now she wishes to bring this work to completion. No 
longer are we to contemplate Christ fasting and praying in the desert, 
but the Divine Paschal Lamb sacrificed for the world’s salvation. Very 
soon the Son of God will be delivered into the hands of sinners, who 
will put Him to death. The Church, therefore, no longer finds it 
necessary to urge her children to do penance; for they see in the Mys- 
teries enacted before them the gravity of sin, which demands such 
reparation. She gives full vent now to the sentiments which the fateful 
developments of these last days of the Son of God on earth inspire in 
her, and while she gives expression to them in her sacred liturgy, she 
wishes to awaken similar sentiments in the hearts of her children. 


The prayers and ceremonies of this holy season of Passiontide are 
characterized by a deep sorrow over the Just One, oppressed by His. 
bitter enemies, and by an energetic indignation at the populace clamor- 
ing for His death. Nearly all of these expressions of grief are taken 
from the psalms of David and from the Prophets. The frightful 
chastisement of the Jewish nation is vividly set forth, and on each of 
the three last days we hear the Prophet Jeremias lamenting on the 
ruins of the faithless city of Jerusalem. In all this, the Church does 
not seek to stir up a fruitless sensibility; she wishes much more to 
strike a salutary fear into the hearts of her children. Fer if they 
shudder over the crime of Jerusalem, and are made to realize that 
they share in her guilt, their tears cannot but flow in true contrition. 
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Conversion of Heart, the Fruits of Meditation on the Passion 


Let us then prepare ourselves to enter deeply into the Mysteries 
of the Sacred Passion. All too frequently the superficial piety of our 
times has missed the true significance of these frightful events. Let 
us reflect on the loving kindness of the Son of God, who gave Himself 
to mankind, lived among them, pursued His own peaceful way, “went 
about doing good” (Acts x. 38), and whose life, so full of love, so 
full of humility, is now to end in a shameful death on the scaffold of 
slaves. Let us behold on one side the erring, sinful people, who be- 
cause they can find Him guilty of no crime, accuse the Savior on 
account of His benefactions, and who show the blackest ingratitude, 
in shedding innocent Divine Blood. On the other hand let us behold 
the “Just One,” the victim of extreme bitterness, His Soul “sorrowful 
unto death” (Matt. xxvi. 38), bowed beneath the weight of the curse 
that rests upon Him, draining the chalice which in spite of His humble 
petition He must drink to the dregs. 

This it is, above all, that motivates the Church, and that she wishes 
to bring to our attention during these days; for she knows that once 
we have understood this frightful truth, the shackles of sin will fall 
away of themselves because it will be impossible for us to continue, as 
we do by sin, to share in the crime of those who crucified our Savior. 

But the Church knows well how great is the perversity of the 
human heart, and how much is required to bring it to true conversion. 
She therefore omits from her Holy Week liturgy none of the maledic- 
tions which the Prophets place on the lips of the Messiah against His 
enemies. These terrible anathemas are as so many prophecies, which 
were literally fulfilled in the obdurate Jews. They are to teach us 
what the Christians likewise will have to fear if they stubbornly persist 
in “crucifying again for themselves the Son of God,” as St. Paul so 
energetically expresses it (Heb. vi. 6). She recalls, too, the terrifying 
words of the same Apostle in his Epistle to the Hebrews: “A man mak- 
ing void the Law of Moses dies without any mercy on the word of two 
or three witnesses; how much worse punishments do you think he 
deserves who has trodden under foot the Son of God and has regarded 
as unclean the Blood of the Coyenant through which he was sanctified, 
and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who has 
said, “Vengeance is Mine, and I will repay,’ and again, “The Lord will 
judge His people.’ It is a frightful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God” (x. 29-31). 

There is, indeed, nothing more frightful, for in exacting a just 
retribution for the sins of mankind, as we are reminded during these 
days of Passiontide, “God has not spared His own Son” (Rom. viii. 32). 
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By the inexorable rigor of Divine Justice toward the Son of God we 
are given a standard by which to judge what we shall have to expect 
if God finds us persisting in sin, which constrained Him to be se 
unmerciful to His only-begotten Son, the object of His Divine com- 
placency. Meditation on the justice of God toward the most innocent 
and holy sacrificial Lamb, and on the chastisement of the hardened 
Jews, should destroy in us all inclinations to sin and arouse in us a 
wholesome fear, upon which, finally, as on an unshakeable foundation, 
a firm hope and a contrite love should be established. 


The Holy Wounds, the Fountains of Salvation 


But if on the one hand it is true that our sins have caused the 
death of the Son of God, it is no less true, on the other hand that the 
Blood flowing from His Sacred Wounds has power to cleanse us of 
our crimes. The justice of the Heavenly Father could be appeased 
only by the shedding of this Divine Blood. But the mercy of the 
same Heavenly Father desired that we should be redeemed by this same 
Blood. The iron nails and the lance tore open five Wounds in the 
Body of the Savior, and since then five Fountains of Salvation have 
been flowing upon mankind, to purify them and to restore in each 
individual soul the image of God which sin had effaced. Let us there- 
fore draw near with confidence; let us praise this saving Blood which 
opens to sinners the gates of heaven, the infinite power of which would 
suffice to redeem millions of worlds more guilty than ours. The anni- 
versary of the day on which this Blood was shed lies before us. Many 
centuries have passed since the hour in which It covered the wounded 
members of our Savior and flowed in streams from the beam of the 
Cross soaking the ungrateful earth beneath; but Its power is still as 
great as it was on that day. 

Let us therefore draw waters from the “Fountains of the Savior” 
(Isa. xii. 3) by a fervent reception of the sacraments. Our souls will 
come forth from these fountains invigorated, purified, and radiant 
with heavenly beauty; not the slightest trace of the old stains will re- 
main, and the Heavenly Father will embrace us with the same love 
with which He embraces His Divine Son. For did He not deliver His 
well-beloved Son to death for the very purpose of finding anew us poor 
sinners who were lost? By our sins we belonged to Satan, and the 
claims of hell upon us were indisputable; but with one stroke we 
were snatched from hell and restored to our original rights. God, 
however, did not need to use force to tear us from the robber of our 
souls. How, then, did we become free? Hear what the Apostle says: 
“You have been bought at a great price” (1 Cor. vi. 20). And what 
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was this price? The Prince of the Apostles tells us: “You know that 
you were redeemed. . . not with perishable things, with silver or gold, but 
with the Precious Blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot” (1 Pet. i. 18, 19). This Blood, placed in the scale of 
Divine Justice, lowers the balance in our favor, no matter how great 
the weight of our misdeeds. The power of this Blood destroyed the 
might of hell, broke our chains, and restored peace between heaven 
and earth. Let us therefore bathe our wounds in Its cleansing stream. 


The Cross, the Altar of our Redemption 


Besides the Blood of the Lamb which takes away our sins, the 
Church urges us during these days.also to venerate the Cross as the 
altar upon which our incomparable Victim was sacrificed. Twice a 
year, on the feasts of the Finding and the Exaltation of the Cross, this 
holy Beam is presented for our veneration as a sign of the victory of 
the Son of God. At this time, however, It speaks to us only of Christ’s 
sufferings; It inspires no other thought than of His humiliation and 
abasement. The Lord God had said in the Old Testament: “He is ac- 
cursed of God that hangs on a tree” (Deut. xxi. 23). The Lamb who 
redeemed us wished also to take away this curse; and how dear has 
become to us this one time dishonorable, but now so holy wood of the 
Cross! It has become the instrument of our salvation, the highest 
pledge of the love of Jesus Christ. Therefore the Church honors this 
Cross every day in our name, and we will eagerly unite with her in 
so doing. Gratitude toward the Blood which has redeemed us, and an 
ardent veneration of the holy Cross shall claim our attention in a very 
special way during this holy Passiontide. 

But what shall we do for the Lamb Himself, for Him who shed 
His Blood for us; who for love of us embraced the Cross of our sal- 
vation? Is it not fitting that we accompany Him in all His ways, 
that — more faithful than the Apostles at the time of His Passion — 
we follow Him on the bitter way of suffering from day to day, from 
hour to hour? During these last days, when He must hide Himself 
from His enemies, we will bear Him faithful company; we will vie 
with those favored families who were privileged to receive Him as a 
guest at their hearth and who by their hospitality exposed themselves 
to the wrath of the Jews. We will also share the mortal anguish of 
His most loving Mother. We will attend in spirit the assembly of the 
Sanhedrin in which the detestable plot against the Just One was laid, 
and accompany Him thence, step by step, through all the stages of His 
bitter Passion, witnessing all the outrages committed against Him, all 
the injuries inflicted upon Him, until at last we see His lifeless blood- 
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stained Body taken down from the Cross and laid in the tomb. 


The Love of Christ Demands a Return of Love 


It was not enough for the Son of the Eternal Father that “He 
emptied Himself, taking the nature of a slave” (Phil. ii. 7). His 
birth in the flesh was only the beginning of His sacrificial oblation; 
His love led Him to death, even to death on the Cross. He clearly 
saw that He could gain our love only at the price of so magnanimous 
an oblation, and His Heart did not shrink back. “Let us therefore 
love,” as St. John tells us, “because God first loved us” (1 John iv. 
19). And this is the purpose which the Church has in view at this 
solemn commemoration. After she has broken our pride and our re- 
sistance by the frightful vision of Divine Justice, she draws our hearts 
to love Him who for love of us offered Himself in our place to the 
hand of the unbending Justice of God. Woe to us, if these great 
truths do not effect in our souls a complete conversion to Him who 
had every reason to hate us, but loved us more than Himself. Let us 
therefore say with the Apostle: “The love of Christ impels us, be-, 
cause... Christ died for all, in order that they who are alive may live 
no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose 
again” (2 Cor. v. 14,15). We owe this fidelity to Him who was our 
Victim, and who, far from wishing us ill, did not cease until the last 
moment to implore mercy for us and to effect our pardon. One day 
He will appear in majesty on the clouds of heaven. “Then,” says the 
prophet, “men shall look upon Him whom they have pierced” (Zach. 
xii. 10). Oh, may we then be among those in whom the sight of the 
scars of His Wounds inspires only confidence, because by our love 
we shall have repaired the evils we have committed against the Divine 
Lamb. 

Let us hope from the mercy of God that the holy days upon which 
we are about to enter will bring about this happy transformation in 
us, so that at the last judgment we may without fear meet the gaze of 
Him whom we now see trodden under the feet of sinners. The Death 
of the Savior convulsed all nature; the sun veiled itself at midday, 
the earth quaked to its foundations, rocks burst asunder. May our 
hearts also be moved, so that they may rise from indifference to fear, 
from fear to hope, and from hope may finally attain to love. Then, 
after we have descended with our Savior into the deep abyss of tribu- 
lation, we shall also rise with Him to the light, enveloped in the rays 
of His resurrection, and bearing within ourselves the pledge of a new 
life, which we shall never more allow to be extinguished. 


(From Dom Gueranger’s “Liturgical Year.”) 
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The Gift Divine and Our Return 


—iKthiKethe 


N THE Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, our Blessed 
eo Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has left us a memorial of 
all His wondrous works. It is the last sweet gift of ‘a 
Heart that feared to be forgotten. The Holy Eucharist 
is, in truth, a miracle of the infinite love of Jesus Christ. 
The sacrifices of the Old Law were types and figures of 
the true Lamb of God. They served the purpose of 
God by the promise of the gifts that would come to mankind with 
Christ’s advent into the world. God in His infinite wisdom sought 
to prepare the hearts and minds of men. This He did by figures, types 
and prophecies. The process was slow and gradual. Years, centuries, 
passed by until at last the time ordained by God for man’s redemption 
had come, when “the Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst us.” 
Christ, the Savior, the Redeemer, was born. He was born to be the 
Victim of the sins of mankind. 

Christ came as a helpless Babe, born of Mary in Bethlehem. The 
loving arms of His Mother tenderly bore Him to the Temple a few 
short weeks after His birth and offered Him as a Victim to be im- 
molated later for the satisfaction of sin» His life at Nazareth was 
but a magnificent preparation for the three years of public works and 
prayers which preceded His immolation on the Cross. His Heart was 
consumed with the ardent desire of reconciling a guilty and sinful 
world with God. The eve of His Death brought Him to the great 
moment which He had longed for during all these years — the moment 
of instituting the most holy Sacrament of the Altar, the memorial 
of His Sacrifice to be consummated on the Cross on the morrow, and 
the memorial of all the mysteries of His life. 

Let us picture in our minds the scene of the first Holy Thursday. 
Let us look into the Supper Chamber where Christ is present with His 
Apostles. Let us look upon this beloved Master. Into His holy hands 
are delivered the bread and wine. In awesome faith and wonderment, 
we hear Him pronounce those profound words: This is My Body. This 
is My Blood. “This is My Body which shall be given for you”; and 
again so augustly: “This is My Blood of the New Testament which shall 
be shed for many unto the remission of sins.” 

Who can imagine the amazement, the joy, the surge of varied emo- 
tions which filled the Apostles when Christ said to them: “Take ye, 
and eat. Take ye, and drink.” They were ordinary men of Jerusalem 
when they entered the Cenacle with Christ. Now they have been re- 
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freshed with the Bread of Life and raised to the dignity of priests by 
the command of Christ: “Do this in commemoration of Me!” 

The first Mass is over. On the morrow the bloody oblation of 
Christ is to take place on Calvary’s heights. Christ will die; Christ 
has died! And yet, in very truth, He lives, and lives forever! The un- 
bloody Sacrifice of the Mass is to perpetuate forever His royal Priest- 
hood and His bloody Ob- 
lation. At the command 
of His priests: “Do this 
in commemoration of 
Me,” the vault of heaven 
opens and Christ is upon 
the altar. His Passion 
and Death will never pass 
away. He is to be a 
“Lamb standing as it 
were slain.” In every 
place, in every clime, 
from the rising of the sun 
to the going down there- 
of, there is offered a clean 
oblation. 


On the completion of 
the work of Redemption, 
Christ left this world. He 
took His departure from 
this earth to heaven. He 
surrounded Himself with 
His Apostles, — His 
friends; He spoke with 
tenderest feelings to them. 
“With desire,” He said, 
“have I desired to eat this 
The Holy Eucharist, the Supreme Gift of the Heart pasch with you.” This 

ss banquet of the Last Sup- 
per was a farewell feast. Christ, having loved His own, loved them 
to the end, and as a departing pledge He promised: “I will not leave 
you orphans. I will come to you.” And so He left His most precious 
Body and Blood. And He lives and abides continually with us by 
His living presence in the Holy Eucharist. 
At the Banquet of the Eucharist Christ promised also to send 
His Holy Spirit who was to come and sanctify the souls of men. The 
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fires of Pentecost must transform the souls of the elect of God through 
the Holy Spirit, who lives in souls according to the measure of sancti- 
fying grace they possess. In the Banquet of the Eucharist, in Holy 
Communion, the Holy Spirit possesses the greatest means of sanctify- 
ing souls. In this Banquet, prepared in the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
the soul is united to the Divinity, to the Source of all sanctification 
and holiness. 

The Sacrifice of the Mass is the same as the Sacrifice of Calvary. 
The Mass is a true Sacrifice, a renewal of Calvary, the true and lasting 
memorial of the Passion and Death of Our Lord. The Holy Eucha- 
rist is the abiding Presence of Christ in our tabernacles, the Mystery 
of Faith, recalling the Passion and Death of Christ as expressed by 
St. Paul, “As often as you eat this Bread and drink this Blood, you 
shall show the Death of the Lord until He come.” Holy Communion, 
the eating of the Body and Blood of the Lord, is the participation in 
the love-feast of Calvary. 

Do we fully realize that the abiding Presence of Christ is a 
memorial of His sufferings? Let us consider how the Eucharist teaches 
us to accept pain and suffering in union with Christ. The virtues of 
Christ were resplendent in His life upon earth. The virtues of Christ 
continue for us, ever glorious still, to be manifested in the Eucharist. 
“A Lamb as it were slain,” remains with us all the days we spend 
upon earth. Let us look upon the Divine Lamb upon the altar — 
silent and serene. In imitation of the silence of Christ — silent as 
He stood to be judged by Pilate, silent in the Eucharist even when 
outrages are heaped upon Him — let us learn to be silent in our 
trials and sufferings, in the difficulties which come up in our life. 


Christ appeals to us, again, as the obedient Son of God. Obedi- 
ence to the will of His Heavenly Father caused Him to die on the 
Cross. He was “obedient even unto death upon the Cross.” Obedi- 
ence, He tells us, must also characterize every follower of His: obedi- 
ence to the commandments of God, obedience to the will of our Heav- 
enly Father, obedience in suffering the pangs of the flesh; obedience 
in mortifying the spirit; obedience in carrying our cross through this 
valley of tears; obedience unto death. Christ in the Eucharist is 
obedient to our needs. Our Emmanuel is silent and obedient upon 
the altar. 

Suffering, labor, poverty, duty — all these were dignified by 
Christ. Humility gleamed forth like a shining jewel in His life. His 
humble home at Nazareth was a challenge to the riches of the world. 
His bed of straw was an answer to the luxury and pleasures men seek. 
The stripping of His garments typified His absolute detachment from 
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the things of this world. The overpowering humility of Christ is 
seen also in the Eucharist. It must move us to kneel and adore Our 
King. In no other mystery of our holy religion is our Divine Lord 
so humbled as in the Eucharist. Here He sets aside His visible form 
and conceals Himself under the Species of bread. He is entirely 
robbed of His glory, and the reason for this is that He wills to be 
the food and nourishment of our immortal souls, so that He may 
teach us how to imitate His virtues. 

When we realize the infinite love of Christ, we feel little wonder 
at the humiliations He accepted on our account. His love is supreme, 
infinite. Gladly would He die again on the gibbet of the Cross if 
this were necessary to save mankind. The world. of men and women 
today is in distress, is in need of salvation. Men and women are fail- 
ing Christ. But Christ will never fail them. The Church, in these 
days, is ever calling to us to do our part nobly, to turn back to the 
spirit of the Church of old in showing reverence, respect and solici- 
tude for the things that are of God, and in making reparation to the 
Savior. Christ came to earth to appease the anger of a just and mer- 
ciful Father. He died that we might live. He lives in the Holy 
Eucharist to give us life, supernatural life, and to give it to us ever 
more abundantly. His Heart, ever-widening in Divine love, is ever 
ready to grant forgiveness. Indifference, insults, injuries, outrages — 
all will be forgiven. The eyes of Christ look upon a sinful people in 
sadness. He offers Himself again to His Father to implore peace for 
the world. “My peace I give to you.” 

Reparation is due to Christ in the Holy Eucharist. As pilgrims 
on this earth and sojourners with those who neither know nor listen 
to the pleadings of Christ to repent, we owe reparation to Him. We 
have ourselves offended Him; we have neglected graces. We must 
now make reparation by the manifestation of our devotion, by our 
adoration of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, by our frequent and worthy 
reception of Holy Communion, by our faithful participation in that 
greatest of all means of making reparation — the holy Sacrifice of 
the Altar. If we nobly do our part, if we follow closely in the Divine 
footsteps of Him who is our model and example, the world will be 
made richer and brighter. Let us, therefore, adore Christ, praise 
and glorify Him in the Eucharist. Let us offer reparation to Him, 
and let us imitate His sublime example of virtue and holiness. It is 
the gift we must give in return for the adorable Gift of the Altar. 


(Excerpts from a Sermon by the Most Rev. Edward F. Hoban, Bishop of 
Rockford, Illinois, at the Eucharistic Congress in St. Paul, Minnesota.) 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 365 


raster orning with the other 


of Christ 
1K 


HE long hours of that memorable first holy Saturday 
night have passed; day is breaking in the city of 
Jerusalem. Mary, the Mother of Christ, awaits with 
crushed and longing heart the moment which is to 
restore to her her Divine Son. Magdalen and her 
companions have watched throughout the night, and 

are now setting out for the holy sepulchre with spices and ointments, 
unaware of the tremendous mystery about to take place. 

In the depths of limbo, the Soul of the Divine Savior is preparing 
to give the signal for departure to the myriads of just souls who sur- 
round Him with love and veneration, many of whom have been im- 
prisoned for long centuries in this place of waiting. Death broods 
silently over the tomb in which it holds captive its august Victim. 
Since the day on which it consumed the just Abel, this grim reaper 
has mowed down countless generations; but never before has it held 
in its bonds so distinguished a captive. Never before had the terrible 
sentence uttered in paradise found a more dreadful fulfilment; but 
never was the grave to see its hopes so utterly shattered. 

More than once in the past, Divine Omnipotence had robbed 
death of its prey: the son of the widow of Naim; the daughter of the 
ruler of the synagogue, the brother of Mary and Martha — all of these 
death had to relinquish at the command of the Son of God; yet all 
of these were later overtaken once more by death, and so were again 
under its dominion. But it shall be otherwise with Him of whom 
it is written: “O Death, I will be thy death. O Hell, I will be thy 
sting” (Osee xiii. 14). Yet a little while, and the two opponents will 
enter into conflict. 

Certainly it would have been contrary to the honor of the Divine 
Majesty if the Body of the Man-God, like the bodies of sinners, had 
lain in the dust until the trumpet call of the angel sounded, summon- 
ing all men to the last judgment. In the same way, it was fitting that 
the dominion of death over Him should be but for a very short space 
of time. “An evil and adulterous generation demands a sign,” the 
Savior had said to His enemies, “and no sign shall be given it but the 
sign of Jonas” (Matt. xvi. 4). Three days in the tomb: the end of 
Friday, the night following, all of the Sabbath including the night, 
and the first hours of Sunday; that was sufficient: sufficient for Divine 
Justice, now fully satisfied; sufficient to establish the death of the 
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Divine Easter Lamb; sufficient to pave the way for a glorious triumph 
for Him; sufficient, finally, for the desolate Heart of His most loving 
Mother. 

“I lay down My life that I may take it up again. No one takes 

it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have the power to lay 
it down, and I have the power to take it up again” (John x. 18). These 
words Jesus spoke to the Jews before His Passion; now the moment 
has come in which death shall feel the mighty fulfilment of these pro- 
phetic words of the Master. Sunday, the day of light, has arrived... 
Triumphantly, the Soul of the Savior surges up from limbo, accom- 
, panied by the throngs of holy souls set free at last from their prison 
of waiting. In an instant It traverses the space which separates It 
rom the tomb; there It returns into the Body from which It had 
departed three days previously in the bitter struggle of death. The 
Sacred Body is quickened to life, rises up, casts off the linens, the 
spices and the winding sheet which enfolded It. The mortal wounds 
are healed; the Blood flows again in the veins; from the scourge-torn 
limbs, the thorn-rent head, and the nail-pierced hands and feet and 
side issue floods of light which illumine the tomb with unearthly splen- 
dor. The holy angels who in rapturous love adored the Babe of 
Bethlehem now adore with trembling awe the mighty Conqueror of 
the grave. Reverently they fold the linen napkin and the winding 
sheet in which the two disciples and the holy women had lovingly 
wrapped the lifeless Body, and lay them on the stone where lately 
the sacred Body rested, rigid and cold in death. 

But the King of Ages shal] not tarry longer in the tomb. More 
swiftly than light penetrates crystal He passes through the walled-up 
entrance, which presents no obstacle to His glorified Body. Public 
authority had sealed it with a great stone and surrounded the tomb 
with a guard of soldiers. All remain intact, yet He is free, the Con- 
queror of death. Thus, say the Fathers of the Church, He also came 
forth from the virginal bosom of His Mother in the stable of Beth- 
lehem, leaving that chaste tabernacle intact. These two Mysteries of 
our holy Faith have an intimate relation — the one forming the first 
and the other the last link in the chain of our Redemption, in the 
mission of the Son of God. 


Death’s Power Destroyed by the Resurrection 


Deepest silence still reigns at the moment the God-man breaks 
the chains of death. O Death! where is now thy dominion? Sin 
had delivered us into thy power; thou didst rest complacently in thy 
victory. But behold how completely thou art now vanquished! Jesus, 
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whose subjection to thy grim law filled thee with so much elation, has 
now eluded thy grasp, and we all shall likewise elude thee, after thou 
hast briefly held us in thy cold embrace. The grave which thou dost 
prepare for us will become the cradle of a new life; for thy Conqueror 
is the “First-born from the dead” (Apoc. i. 5), and today is Easter 
— the day of triumph for Jesus and for all His brethren. The way 
which He has marked out we all shall follow; and the day will come 
when thou who destroyest all things, thou, the universal enemy, wilt 
be annihilated by the Kingdom of immortality. (1 Cor. xv. 22-28.) 

But even now we see thy defeat, and to thy confusion we raise 
the cry of the great Apostle: “O Death, where is thy victory? O 
Death, where is thy sting?” (1 Cor. xv. 55.) Momentarily thou didst 
triumph, but behold, in thy very triumph thou wert overcome. 

But the holy sepulchre may not remain sealed; it must be opened, 
that in the broad light of day it may bear witness to its forced sur- 
render of Him whose lifeless Body it harbored for a few brief hours. 
Suddenly the earth quakes, as at the moment of the Savior’s death 
on the Cross. Now, however, its quaking is not in terror, but in joy. 
An angel of the Lord descends from heaven, rolls back the stone, and 
full of majesty seats himself upon it. His garment is dazzling in its 
whiteness; his face shines like the sun; his eyes shoot forth lightnings. 
At sight of him, the guards fall terrified to the ground and lie there 
motionless as if dead, until the Divine goodness mitigates their fright; 
then, rising up, they flee from the place, for them so full of terror, 
and hasten to the city to report what they have seen. 


Mary’s Supreme Joy 


But before any other mortal being shall be permitted to see the 
glory of the risen Savior, Jesus hastens, swifter than lightning, to His 
Blessed Mother. He is the Son of God, the Conqueror of death, yet 
He remains also the Son of Mary. This blessed Mother stood by 
Him faithfully to the end in His death-struggle; the oblation of her 
Mother-heart was united most intimately with His oblation on the 
Cross. Rightly, therefore, did the first joys of the resurrection belong 
to her. The Gospel says nothing of the apparition of Jesus to His 
Mother, though many other apparitions of the risen Savior are re- 
corded. But the reason for this is not hard to find. All the other 
apparitions had for their purpose to establish the fact of the resur- 
rection. But here there was question only of satisfying the prompt- 
ings of a loving Heart -— the Heart of Mary’s Son, the Heart of Jesus. 
Nature and grace alike demanded this first meeting; therefore it was 
not necessary to mention it im the Scriptures. The traditions of the 











Fathers, which go back to St. Ambrose, would suffice to establish the fact, 
did not our heart feel instinctively that it was so. And if we ask why our 
Savior, who purposed to rise from the tomb on the third day, accomplished 
His resurrection in the very first hours of the morning, even before the sun 
had risen, we will not find it difficult to accept the claim of pious and learned 
writers who attribute His doing so to the desire of His Heart to put an end 
to the painful waiting of His most tender and sorrowful Mother at the earliest 
possible moment. 

What human tongue could describe the outpouring of the hearts of 
the Son and the Mother at this-ineffable meeting? The -eyes of Mary, red 
with weeping and watching, suddenly bathed in the mellow light which sur- 
rounds the Person of her beloved Son; the voice of Jesus sounding in her 
ear, no longer in painful accents from the Cross, piercing her mother-heart 
with a sword of sorrow, but mild and joyful, as becomes a son who wishes 
to announce so glorious a victory to her who gave Him birth; the sight of 
His Body, which ‘three days before she had received into her arms, lifeless 
and blood-stained, now before her radiant with glory, reflecting the Divinity 
enshrined within; the loving caresses of this incomparable Son, His tender 
words, His embraces, the embraces of a God: who could attempt to describe 
all these things? We can only repeat the words of the devout Abbot Rupert 
who describes it as a river of happiness overflowing all banks, inebriating 
the heart of Mary, and drowning every recollection of the transpiercing sor- 
rows of which she had been a victim. 

Yet this ocean of happiness which the Son of God had prepared for 
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His Mother did not overtake her as suddenly as these words might 
indicate. Our Lord Himself made known to the seraphic virgin, 
Saint Teresa, that the sorrow of His Mother was so profound that 
she was at the point of succumbing to her martyrdom, and when He 
appeared to her at the moment of His resurrection, she needed several 
moments to revive her spirit before she was in a condition to taste 
such joys; and He added that He remained with her for some time, 
because His presence was necessary to her. 


The Glorious Reward of Mary’s Faith 


This first apparition of the Risen Christ was a glorious reward of 
the faith which remained unshaken in the heart of Mary even in the 
last three frightful days when all But a few faithful souls abandoned 
her Divine Son. Doubtless during the forty days in which He re- 
mained on earth after His resurrection, Jesus appeared frequently to 
His Mother, to console her, and to instruct her regarding her relations 
with the Apostles, and her future role as Mother of mankind and 
Mother of His Church. And Mary, as during the days of His mortal 
life, kept all His words in her heart and pondered over them. 

And we who have seen how our loving Mother offered her own 
Son for us on Mount Calvary, amid the most crushing sorrow and 
anguish of heart, will now with childlike hearts participate in the 
ecstatic joy with which it pleased Jesus to overwhelm her in His resur- 
rection. On this wonderful feast, and throughout the joyful Easter 
season, let us with wholehearted joy and praise sing the anthem which 
the Church so frequently places on our lips: “Regina coeli, laetare — 
O Queen of Heaven, rejoice, for He whom thou wast made worthy 
to bear has risen as He foretold, Alleluia!” 

Let us also ask our Blessed Mother to teach us how to enter into 
the spirit of this sublime feast, and to lift our hearts above the pass- 
ing things of this earth to that heavenly home where with her and 
her Divine Son and all the angels and saints we hope to spend an 
eternal Easter in the Beatific Vision of the Triune God. 


(Adapted from Dom Gueranger’s “Liturgical Year.”) « 





“I am sending under separate cover the gold diamond-studded 
cuff links of which I wrote you, which you say you can use toward 
altar vessels. I do this for the glory of our Eucharistic God, in mem- 
ory of all the departed members of my family and all the faithful 
departed; also that the world will be the better for the offering, in- 
stead of satisfying the vanity of some mortal who may have worn them.” 


Gifts of old jewelry for our monstrance in Kansas City will be very welcome. 














now and Explain Your Catholic Fraith 


Se er eed 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


Dena aaa ane 
The Vision of God (continued) 


HEY (the blessed) shall see in God all created things, as they 
were in the beginning, as they are now and as they will be then. 

God Himself is, as it were, the stage of the universe — of that 
universe whose dimensions are in a certain sense limitless. On that 
‘stage’ the just shall see... not only all created things, but also their 
magnitude, their proportions, their beauty, their nature, their power, 
their properties and their movements. And it will not be necessary 
for the blessed to come down to earth to learn the nature of its ele- 
ments. However, this does not mean that they cannot do so if they 
desire; for in an instant they will be able to descend in rapid flight 
to our globe and witness what happens on it, without thereby losing 
the vision of God. As the demons, when coming out of hell, carry 
the pains of hell along with them, so the just, wherever they are, 
enjoy the vision of God... 

“The just shall see in God things which have never been created, 
and among these things some which might have been created. We 
say ‘some’ because they will not see all of them; but the higher their 
degree of elevation in heaven, the greater number they will see. God 
eould well have created twenty, a hundred, nay, even thousands of 
worlds more perfect than ours... And they shall see all these things, 
not partially or by degrees, but distinctly, clearly, easily, beholding all 
of them with a single glance. Throughout all eternity, they cannot 
be deprived of this vision; and after thousands and thousands of cen- 
turies they will experience in it the same joy and attraction as on the 
first day.’’ (Les Ames Genereuses — ‘Generous Souls,’”’ by Rev. Louis 
Capelle, S.J.) 

In the life of St. Gertrude we read that one of the Sisters of her 
eonvent appeared to the saint after death and told her marvelous 
things regarding the glory of heaven. In astonishment, St. Gertrude 
asked: “How is it that you, my Sister, who in this world were regarded 








Tabernacle and Purgatory 374 


as being very simple, have acquired such marvelous knowledge? The 
Sister replied: “It is enough to cast a single glance upon God, to 
know all things.” This truth is confirmed by the words of St. 
Gregory: ‘‘We may certainly believe that nothing exterior is hidden 
from the saints, who have within themselves the light of God.” . 

In a book entitled ‘‘Easter in Heaven,’’* the Rev. F. X. Weninger, 
S.J., has developed his conception of the joys of heaven in connection 
with the rites of the Church for Holy Saturday. He represents a 
soul just entering heaven, giving expression to the sensations it ex- 
periences as it becomes partaker of the various delights imparted to 
the blessed. The soul, on beholding the Divine attributes, exclaims: 

“Alleluia! Now I enter, by an intuitive vision, into the posses- 
sion and bliss of the infinite perfections of God. Alleluia! I enter 
into the infinite Knowledge — the infinite Power — the infinite Wis- 
dom — the infinite Goodness — the infinite Mercy — the infinite Sanctity 
— the infinite Glory and Majesty — the infinite Beauty — the infinite 
Beatitude! I enter into God, the Eternal Truth — into God, the es- 
sential Life — into God, the essential Love! 

“Alleluia! now essentially united with God, I see Him face to 
face by an intuitive vision —- Him who is the infinite KNOWLEDGE; 
there is now no more mystery for me. Now I know all in Him — all 
— ALL! The unfathomable depths and hidden treasures of His omnis- 
cience are now unfolded before me, like an open book. Oh! what 
torrents of joy inundate my soul, in the illimitable range of knowledge 
thus placed within my view, — the boundless domain of science, human 
and Divine! 

Alleluia! now essentially united with God, I see Him face to face 
— Him who is ALMIGHTY! Now I understand how nothingness itself 
obeys Him. Now I see, as though I had been present, how the universe 
started into being, at the first sign of His almighty will. Now I clearly 
see, in His Omnipotence, the primeval cause of all things, and of their 
existence and subsistence through all the regions of creation. I see, 
at one glance, in wonderful distinctness, all He has created: the smallest 
as well as the greatest of beings. Heaven, the starry firmament, and 
the beautiful earth are all before me in their grandeur and magnificence. 
Oh! what torrents of joy overflow my soul at the sight of those won- 
derful works of Almighty Power — the boundless universe spread 
before me in all its infinite variety! 

“Alleluia! now essentially united with God, seeing Him face to 
face by intuitive vision, Him who is the Infinite WISDOM, I perceive, 
clearly and distinctly, the established order of things, their connec- 
tion with one another, their mutual tendency to His greater glory, 
and the greater happiness of His faithful creatures. I now see un- 
veiled, and humbly adore, all the eternal counsels and designs of His 
wise Providence: how that blessed Providence, with saving hand, took 
hold of every angel and of every man of good will, to lead him, by 
safe and sheltered paths, to his destined home in heaven. I see, es- 


*Published by D. & J. Sadlier & Co., 31 Barclay St., New York. As the 
edition we have is very old, we cannot say whether the book is still obtainable 
at this address. 
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pecially, the merciful ways by which this paternal Providence con- 
ducted ME, poor, weak, erring mortal, to this joyful end of my earthly 
pilgrimage — this throne of everlasting glory. I now see, distinctly 
all the means which this blessed Providence had chosen and pre- 
ordained from all eternity for effecting my salvation; and how that 
salvation was connected with the greatest as well as the smallest events 
of history. 

“T knew not, when on earth, why this or that event took place 
some thousands of years ago. But I now see how His all-wise hand 
drew together the innumerable and, to mortal eye, imperceptible threads 
of events, to weave the wondrous web of my life, connecting this again 
with the magnificent design of His gracious Providence. How my 
heart overflows with unutterable gratitude, seeing these astounding 
marvels of His Divine Mercy! 

“Alleluia! now essentially united with God, and seeing Him face 
to face — Him who is the Eternal GOODNESS — I clearly perceive 
how all that is good originates in His infinite Goodness as in its source; 
even as the sun gives light to the day, and that light belongs to the 
sun. I see how every creature, even the smallest animalcule, is in- 
debted to that infinite Goodness for every moment of its existence, and 
for all that sustains its existence. 

“T see, in a particular manner, all the numberless gifts of body 
and mind prepared for me from all eternity by that infinite Goodness, 
by which I subsist — all the graces and all the blessings communicated 
to me, from the first moment of my existence, and how they are to 
be continued throughout eternity. Every comfort of my physical life, 
and, above all, the innumerable illuminations and operations of Divine 
grace: all the consolations my heart ever experienced and shall ex- 
perience — every help derived from the holy. sacraments, and all the 
treasures I ever possessed on earth as a child of His holy Church; 
all the aid and comfort I received in purgatory by means of the faith- 
ful on earth, and all that He Himself now communicates to me in a 
happy eternity, where joy and bliss are bestowed in boundless liberal- 
ity. How my heart thanks Him for all this, and what a flood of 
rapturous joy rolls over my soul, when I think that I can never again 
be separated from so good a God, so bounteous a Benefactor! 

“Alleluia! now essentially united with God, and seeing Him face 
to face in this intuitive vision —- Him who is the Infinite MERCY, I 
plainly see why this infinite Mercy permitted the fall of man, that 
where sin abounded, grace should overflow. I now see, at once and 
most distinctly, all the incalculable triumphs of this Divine Mercy, in 
the edifying lives of so many converted sinners. 


‘Above all, I see clearly the particular triumph of that infinite 
Mercy in my own life, my conversion, sanctification and final salvation. 
I see how near I often was to the brink of hell, and how this infinite 
Mercy took hold of me, touched my heart, and gave me the grace of 
conversion and sincere reconciliation with Him. I see how this in- 
finite Mercy, by an election wholly unmerited on my part, separated 
me from among other sinners. They perished by their own malice in- 
deed, but it might be that they sinned less than I have done. God 
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has spared me, though He spared not one of the fallen angels. They 
sinned only once — I so many times; they sinned only in thought — 
I by thoughts, words, actions and omissions. He punished them at 
the moment of their sin —- me He spared for years and years. He 
gave them not a single grace of repentance — those He bestowed on 
me are numberless. And how many of those who are lost committed 
fewer sins than myself! He spared me, He saved me, by a wonderful 
dispensation of Divine love, cleansed me from every stain-of sin, so 
that even the sorrowful remembrance thereof was wholly effaced from 
my soul — my sins being entirely submerged in the ocean of His 
infinite ‘Mercy... 

“Alleluia! now essentially united with God, I see Him face to 
face —- Him who is the Infinite SANCTITY. Now I clearly perceive 
that He is the law and rule of all holiness, and I no longer see in my- 
self even the faintest shade of evil; but I am entirely holy, because 
essentially united with the most holy will of God. Now I clearly per- 
ceive how all the good I ever thought, desired, spoke or did on earth 
originated directly in that infinite Sanctity of God as in its source; and 
how brightly this holiness of God shines forth in each of these virtuous 
acts which I had the happiness to perform during my mortal life. 

“T see now, beyond all doubt, that God, in rewarding my merits, 
only crowns His gifts, that it was only by His aid I was enabled to 
do good, and that He does but reward the consent of my free will. 
Now this free will of mine is united forever with His most holy will. 
I can sin no more! O happy impossibility of offending this infinite 
Sanctity, even in the slightest degree! What a heaven is this for me this 
blessed impossibility; and what a joy ineffable is diffused through my 
soul by the thought of that Infinite Holiness to which I give honor, 
praise, and glory with all the angels and saints, intoning before the 
throne of His Majesty this sublime ‘Holy, Holy, Holy!’ and what oceans 
of joy inundate my soul as I repeat with ceaseless adoration this sweet 
trisagion! ; 

“Alleluia! now essentially united with God, seeing Him face to 
face who is the infinite JUSTICE — I see and understand that no devil, 
or damned soul, ever dared or ever shall dare, through all eternity, 
to accuse God’s Justice. Now I see what on the day of judgment shall 
be clearly manifested to all the world, that every one who perished, 
perished by his own fault; that his destruction was not the will of 
God, but that, on the contrary it is His holy will that every angel and 
every child of Adam should be saved, — and that God, in punishing 
them, gives them what they justly deserve. 


“TI adore and will eternally praise this manifestation of His in- 
finite Justice, which rejects and consigns to endless torments the rebel 
angels, and the equally rebellious men who despised His holy Law. If 
His Mercy spared, it was according to the freedom of His Divine will. 
No sinner had, of himself, any claim to such a favor. I now see how 
His infinite Justice was entirely reconciled through the infinite merits 
of Jesus Christ; and I see why Justice and Peace met and kissed over 
the Cross of Calvary. : 

“I see, above all, how these infinite merits of Christ reconciled 
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me with that infinite Justice, which now, through these merits of our 
Savior, rewards with infinite liberality the good which I have done 
with His assistance. I now see that not one thought or desire I meri- 
toriously formed on earth, is here overlooked or unrewarded; but, om 
the contrary, I behold with what triumph of Divine generosity every 
one of such thoughts and desires is requited. I never suspected that 
the reward could be so exceedingly great; and in the full enjoyment 
of this munificent recompense, my soul is overwhelmed with a new 
tide of joy and with bliss unfathomable.” To be continued. 


CaS an 


St. Gertrude and the Souls in Purgatory 
—OHO— 

F ALL Catholic devotions one of the dearest, perhaps, 
to the Heart of Christ is devotion to the holy souls. 
“It is,” says Father Faber, “as if all the threads of 
God’s glory were gathered up into it and fastened 
there, so that when one is touched, al] vibrate and make 
melody to God, part of that sweet song which the 
sacred human Heart of Jesus is singing ever in the 
bosom of the most compassionate Trinity.” 

St. Gertrude knew and felt this, and many were the practices of 
penance and devotion she made use of to obtain the release: of the 
suffering souls. She even deprived herself on their behalf of all the 
satisfactory part of her good works. This sacrifice forms the matter 
of the well-known Heroic Act, and it is interesting to note the saint’s 
view of the completeness and reality of the offering. 

As she was praying one day for the soul of a deceased Sister 
and renewing her intention of making over to her al? the good she 
did, Gertrude was suddenly overcome by the thought of her own needs 
and turning to Our Lord, she said: “I hope, O Lord, that Thou wilt 
often look in mercy upon Thy servant, thus despoiled of her merits. 
and reduced to absolute poverty.” 

Jesus replied: “What can I do for her who has thus deprived 
herself of all her wealth through charity but cover her with the mantle 
of My love, and work with her more diligently so that she may regaim 
what love has prompted her to give away?” But Gertrude objected: 
“In vain wilt Thou work with me, dear Lord. I must necessarily 
come, to Thee stripped of all merit, for I have given away all I have 
acquired or may yet acquire.” 

“Do you not think,” continued Our Lord, “that a mother would 
let her children sit at her feet if they were warmly clad, but would 
take a shivering babe into her arms and warm it against her bosom? 
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"Will you, then, be worse off when seated beside the ocean of all good 
‘than those who sit by a little rivulet?” 

Gertrude was comforted, knowing well that by those who sat 
‘beside a rivulet Jesus meant souls who keep their good works for 
themselves; and that, in return for her charity in renouncing all for 
‘the sake of those suffering in purgatory, He would supply what was 
‘wanting to her after death from the ocean of His mercy. 

During her whole life Gertrude enjoyed the privilege of seeing 
.the holy souls and discoursing with them. Their approach caused her 
no alarm, for “perfect love casteth out fear,” and she talked to them 
-and questioned them as if they had been living members of her com- 
munity. It was one of the means Our Lord made use of for instructing 
her on many points concerning the perfection He demands not only 
‘from religious but from all Christians. 

True to the teaching of Holy Church, who bids her children 
\prepare their hearts and minds for the celebration commemorating the 
great acts of Christ for our redemption and sanctification, Gertrude 
looked forward to the different liturgical feasts with longing and joy, 
meditating lovingly upon them beforehand, and feeding her soul with 
the words and aspirations of the Divine Office appointed to be read at 
:such times, At these times she was also mindful in a special way of 
the holy souls in purgatory, and did all in her power to obtain their 
release, so that they might celebrate the feast in the bliss of heaven. 

Once, on the night of Holy Saturday, that night on which Christ 
rose triumphant from the tomb, the saint was praying devoutly before 
Matins when Jesus appeared to her, radiant with the beauty and joy 
of His immortality. Like the holy women of old, Gertrude fell pros- 
trate at His feet in a transport of gratitude and adoration, pouring out 
her whole heart before Him: “O glorious Spouse of my soul,” she 
‘cried, “the Beauty and Splendor of the angels! Since Thou hast deigned 
to choose me, the least of Thy creatures, for Thy spouse, and I have 
no desire but Thy honor, my only friends being those who love Thee, 
I ask Thee now, in memory of Thy resurrection, to release from pur- 
gatory the souls who are most specially dear to Thee. To obtain this 
_grace more quickly, I offer Thee in union with Thy Passion, all that 
my heart and my body suffer in my continual infirmities.” 

Then Our Lord showed her a multitude of souls set free by her 
prayers, while He answered: “I give these to you in reward for your 
.act of love, and through all eternity it shall be known that they have 
been delivered by your prayers, so that you may be honored in return 
-by all My saints.” 

To obtain complete beatitude for these souls, Gertrude offered 
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herself anew to bear whatever sufferings it might please God to send 
her. As if in answer to her prayer, she was attacked by an acute pain 
in her side; and kneeling down before her Crucifix, she begged Our 
Lord to accept it to increase the joy of the souls just released from 
purgatory. Not only did He take her offering, but He presented it 
Himself to the waiting souls, saying: “Receive this homage of devotion 
proffered to Me by My spouse with so much affection, to fill up the 
measure of your happiness. Do you return her honor for honor, and 
help her by your prayers.” 

Being yet further urged by Divine love, Gertrude again offered 
herself unreservedly to our Blessed Lord. “OQ my Love,” she said, 
“see how in my utter unworthiness I come before Thee, Lord of lords 
and King of kings, offering Thee my whole being, body and soul, to 
serve Thee as long as I live, in honor of Thy most glorious resurrec- 
tion.” Jesus once more accepted her offering, telling her that He 
would make of it a sceptre which should glorify Him for ever before 
the Blessed Trinity and all the saints, as a gift from His spouse. 

From these colloquies between Our Lord and St. Gertrude we 
learn what great pleasure is given to God by those who interest them- 
selves in obtaining merits for the poor souls, and also that this is 
one of the easiest means to merit for ourselves. Moreover, in return 
for our suffrages, these blessed souls will not neglect to obtain for us 
many graces, but particularly the grace of eternal salvation. What 
resolution, therefore, could be more fruitful than to do all in our 
power to assist them? Whenever we attend Holy Mass, receive Holy 
Communion, or offer other devotions, let us remember to include the 
poor souls in purgatory. Especially ought we to do this at the time of 
the feasts of the Church after the example of St. Gertrude. 





Jfight Gfdoration in the jfome 


1) N ASH WEDNESDAY (last year) I promised Our Lord as a “Lenten 
Offering” to keep an hour every night during the holy season. Thank 
God, I was permitted that great privilege. A couple of nights I was so tired 
and sleepy, I am afraid it was not very efficacious, but hope the other forty- 
four hours helped some sinners and lapsed Catholics like my son, for whom I 
especially offered them. I can’t understand how anyone could hesitate to 
offer ONE night hour a month! I am so used to it, I intend to keep an hour 
every night as long as I am able. I love it, and am glad of the chance to 
offer it to God. Mrs. C. M., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


The Heart of Jesus, saddened by so much coldness and ingrati- 
tude, wounded by so many sins, addresses to YOU this sorrowful in- 
vitation: Could YOU not watch one hour with Me? Applications may 
be sent to any of our four Convents of Perpetual Adoration. 
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‘“‘Dimes for Jesus’’ 


a °° ee el 

bal if HE slogan ‘March of dimes’ has become familiar to 
He} the people of America through the practice of the 
nation-wide drive conducted each year for funds for 
fighting infantile paralysis and for assisting the 
victims of this: dread disease. The great work ac- 
complished by this movement gives evidence of the 
power of the little dime when made the unit of a united effort of many 
contributors. Perhaps it was this thought that inspired a generous 
young lady with the ingenious idea expressed in the following excerpt 
from her letter: — 





“Some time ago I read in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ that offerings, 
no matter how small, would be acceptable for the new Chapel for our 
Eucharistic Lord in Kansas City, so I decided that for just one month 
I would not spend any of the dimes that I would receive, and at the 
end of the month I would send that sum as a little offering. The 
month will be up in a few days, and while I hesitate, for fear my 
offering may not be worthy to send, I also remind myself that the 
word small was used.” 


A short time afterward came this letter: ‘‘The little bank housing 
my dimes for Jesus yielded up seven dollars, so I should like to offer 
this to aid a little in the building of the new Eucharistic Sanctuary...” 
And to the letter was appended this thought: “If each one of your 
readers would do likewise and give their dimes for Jesus for one 
month, what a help it would be in erecting this new Sanctuary!” 


We know, of course, that for very many this would not be possi- 
ble; yet perhaps the idea might form the basis for some similar practice, 
such as saving new dimes, or new nickels, quarters, etc. for a certain 
iength of time. At any rate, we wish to assure you that any contri- 
bution, large or small, will be most welcome. And over and above all, 
we solicit the help of your prayers for God’s blessing on the under- 
taking, for without His help we can do nothing. 

Because of building restrictions, shortage of materials, labor, etc., 
our plans for beginning construction of the new building last year could 
not be carried out; so nothing has been accomplished thus far but the 
excavation and the preparation of the plans. It is our hope, however, 
that work may be commenced soon, so that the much-needed larger 
chapel and convent may be provided. 

Those who assist in this work will assuredly receive a special bless- 
ing from God, and will share in the Holy Masses and adoration hours 
offered there to our Eucharistic Lord day by day for generations to 
come. 


Spiritual Vitamin for April 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, Furnace of Divine Charity, give peace 
to the world. (Ind. of 300 days.) 
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Mexican Martyrs” 
OHO 
The Martyrs of Parras 


N JANUARY 3, 1927, groups of Catholics in various: 
parts of Mexico armed themselves with the deter— 
mination to fight for their religious freedom and. 
to defend their most sacred possessions against the- 
tyranny of the Calles regime. At the head of the- 

insurrection were the members of the League of Catholic Youths. In. 
Parras, in the state of Coahuila, this uprising led to the persecution 
of the Jesuit Father, Madura Vertiz, who was accused of heading the: 
conspiracy because many of the youths at the head of the uprising 
were students at the seminary directed by him. 

At nightfall on the eve of the above-named day, the group as-- 
sembled secretly in a house outside the city. There were about forty 
youths, and one after another, Crucifix in hand, took the following 
oath: “I, N. N., solemnly swear before the Crucified Savior and be- 
fore the holy Virgin of Guadalupe, the Queen of Mexico, and by the- 
salvation of my soul, which, as I well know, I expose to ruin if I be- 
come unfaithful to my oath: 

“1st: To preserve absolute secrecy concerning everything that 
could in the least way endanger the things I defend; 

“2nd: To fight with weapons in hand for complete freedom of 
religion in Mexico; 

“3rd: $That my oath shall remain in force until the desired’ 
freedom has been fully attained. If I remain faithful, may God reward’ 
me; if I become unfaithful, God and my brothers shall punish me.’” 

It seems that the formula of this oath was everywhere prescribed 
for those who wished to join the Libertadores, which shows that this: 
band was motivated by high ideals. This fact is evidenced also by 
other circumstances such as the following: Among the revolutionists. 
of Parras were Benito Ceballos and Pedro Dergas. Benito left not 
only his property but a wife and three little sons, because he treasured 
God and religion more than all that was dearest to him on earth. 
Pedro, a widower, left his four youngest sons to the care of their 
grandmother and took the three grown ones with him to the battle- 
front. To those who tried to dissuade him he answered: ‘What does 
it matter? For God I am ready to lose everything, even to the last 
penny...’’ 

The night was spent in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Very 
early in the morning a priest who was with them and acted as: 


*Taken from a small German book of the same title, published in 1930, whose 
author, a priest laboring in Mexico for a number of years prior to his expulsion from 
that country in the first year of the religious persecution under the Carranza regime, 

“now lives in the United States. The sketches forming the little volume are almost 
exclusively German translations and summaries of reports made by entirely reliable 
eyewitnesses and published in some Catholic magazines or in pamphlet form, in the 
Spanish language, shortly after the events took place. Some additional details were 
received by the author from personal correspondence. 
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«chaplain celebrated Holy Mass and gave them Holy Communion. At 
dawn they seized the city without shedding a drop of blood and at 
once took steps toward resisting the government troops. About two 
hundred others joined them; there would have been five hundred if 
there had been enough weapons. But they had not counted on 
traitors, and before they had gathered enough weapons and ammuni- 
tion, and had completed the recruiting of more fighters, the govern- 
ment troops appeared outside the city and attacked them. They suc- 
ceeded in withdrawing to the nearby mountains without losing a man. 
In the Sierras they were secure for the time being. But great suffer- 
ings awaited them and put their perseverance severely to the test. 
Yet neither hunger nor cold, nor long marches over dangerous moun- 
tain paths, nor sleepless nights, nor reverses, nor any difficulty, could 
thwart their purpose. They remained there eight days, until by a 
new betrayal nine of their number fell into an ambush. Instead of 
surrendering, they fought with such courage that Calles’ colonel after- 
wards exclaimed: “If these lads had had more ammunition, none of 
us would have remained alive.’”’ Lacking the means of defense, they 
‘were vanquished and taken prisoners. 

Having been conducted to the city, they were, without any legal 
procedure whatever, taken immediately to the cemetery to be shot. 
Francis Guzmann, age 25, the head of the League, who had been im- 
prisoned at different times for his activities, begged permission to 
die on his knees with his arms outstretched in the form of a cross; 
he forgave his enemies and spoke words of encouragement and con- 
solation to his comrades. Muniz, the local president of the A.C.J.M. 
(Catholic Youths’ League) also encouraged his comrades to persevere, 
reminding them that they were giving their lives for God and His 
Church, and then with great enthusiasm raised the battle cry of the 
Libertadores: “Long live Christ the King!’’ The others answered 
with equal enthusiasm — “Long live Christ the King! Long live the 
holy Virgin of Guadalupe!” 

The file of soldiers under command for the execution were so 
touched at this sublime spectacle that their hands trembled when they 
fired, and only six of the prisoners fell. A second volley killed only 
two of the remaining three. Enraged, the colonel sharply repri- 
manded the soldiers for their awkwardness and commanded that all 
together fire at the remaining youth. This was the nineteen-year-old 
Isidore Perez. His constancy was not shaken, but God wished to keep 
him alive as a witness to the sacrifice and perseverance of the other 
eight. Just as the sign for firing was given, he fainted, so that the 
bullets went over his head and at least did not wound him mortally. 
The colonel then approached to give him the finishing shot with his 
pistol. He aimed at his forehead, but at that moment Isidore raised his 
hand as if to make the Sign of the Cross, and the bullet struck a 
ring which he wore as a sign of membership in the League, and pressed 
it into his forehead. Believing that he had followed his comrades in 
death, the soldiers withdrew. But when friends came to take away the 
bodies they found Isidore still alive. This valiant young man re- 
gretted very much not having been allowed to die for Christ the King 
with his companions. To be continued 
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An American Bishop Addresses Us in Behalf 
of the Needy of Germany 





Aloysius Muench, Bishop of Fargo, North Dakota, now 
in Germany by appointment of the Holy Father as intermediary 
between the German Hierarchy and the American Military 
Government in that country, in which he encloses a list of the 
following charity centers in Germany, with this recommendation: 


The needs of the German people are FOOD and CLOTHING. If 
clothing is sent, care should be taken that it is in good repair, for the 
German people have difficulty in getting such essential items as needles 
and thread. If shoes in need of repair are sent, leather and nails 
necessary for repair should be sent with them. -— God bless you for 
your sympathy for these poor people who suffer so much. 


({* are in receipt of a petition from the Most Reverend 


Those of our esteemed readers who are able and willing to 
send packages will kindly direct them to one or more of the 
addresses given here. 


Those sending packages are kindly asked to observe the 
following , 


DIRECTIONS: 


Parcels should not exceed 11 pounds in weight when fully 
packed, and the combined length and girth should not exceed 
72 inches. (Parcel post rates are 14¢ per pound or fraction 
thereof.) 


Contents are limited to such essential relief items as non- 
perishable foods, clothing, soap, mailable medicines, and other 
similar items for the relief of human suffering. 


NO MONEY may be sent to Germany as yet. 
No writing or printed matter of any kind may be included. 


The parcels and customs declarations must be conspicuously 
marked GIFT PARCEL by the sender, who must itemize the 


contents and value on the customs declarations. (Customs tags 
are procurable at the Post Office.) 


Be sure to give the full address. 
The word Caritasverband should be given at the beginning 


of each address, as shown in the first address here. 
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Caritasverband 

(22a) Aachen, Nordrhein prov. 
Neupforte 5 /7 

GERMANY - BRITISH ZONE 


Trier a. der Mosel, Rhid. 
Petrus str. 28 
GERMANY — FRENCH ZONE 


Kassel, Hessen-Nassau 
Akazienweg 9 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 


Paderborn, Westphalia 
GERMANY - BRITISH ZONE 


Regensburg, Bavaria 
Von-der-Tan str. 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 


Offenbach am Main, Hessia 
Kaiser str. 71 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 


Hildesheim, Hannover 
Bruehl 15 
GERMANY - BRITISH ZONE 


Cologne, Rhid. 
Georgsplatz 14 
GERMANY - BRITISH ZONE 


Frankfurt am Main, Hessia 
Untermainkai 4 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 


Bremen a. d. Weser 
Dechanat str. | 
GERMANY 


Hannover-Kleefeld, Hannover 
Kirchbrueder str. 
GERMANY - BRITISH ZONE 
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(23) Osnabrueck, Hannover 
Schloss 
GERMANY —- BRITISH ZONE 


Magdeburg a. d. Elbe 
Praelaten str. 35 
GERMANY — RUSSIAN ZONE 


Leipzig C 1, Saxony 
Wiesenstr. 23 
GERMANY —- RUSSIAN ZONE 


Freiburg i. Brg. Baden 
Werthmannshaus 
GERMANY — FRENCH ZONE 


Wiesbaden, Hessen-Nassau 
Friedrich str. 30 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 


Stuttgart, Wuerttemberg 
Weissenburg str. 13 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 


Augsburg, Bayern 
Volkhart str. 9 
GERMANY —- AMERICAN ZONE 


Landshut, Bavaria 


Johannis str. 9 


GERMANY - AMERICAN ZONE 


Fulda, Hessen-Nassau 
Wilhelm str. 2 
GERMANY - AMERICAN ZONE 


Berlin — Charlottenburg 
Bayern allee 28 
GERMANY 


Mainz, Hessia_ - 
Hozhofstr. 4, 1/10 
GERMANY — AMERICAN ZONE 
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(21) Muenster in Westphalia Munich, Bavaria 
Breul 23 Hess-Strasse 24 
GERMANY -— BRITISH ZONE GERMANY —- AMERICAN ZONE 





Erfurt, Thuringia Caritas-Centrale, 
Farbengasse 2 (30) Innsbruck, Tyrol 
GERMANY — RUSSIAN ZONE Museum str. - AUSTRIA 








Little Lovers’ League 


ete te 
dg HAPPY EASTER to all our Little Lovers! And may our Risen 


Savior fill your hears to overflowing with Easter joys and 
blessings! This glorious feast should always remind us of 
our own future resurrection, on the last day of the world, when God 
will send His angels to call all the dead back to life. But if we wish 
to rise gloriously like our blessed Lord, we must spend our life in a 
way that will be pleasing to Him, so that we may deserve to go to 
heaven when we die. 
A little story is told of St. Francis de Sales, who one day visited 
a school to see how the children were getting along in their studies. 
Holding up an iron nail, the saintly bishop asked: “To what kingdom 
does this belong?” “To the mineral kingdom,” came the correct reply. 
St. Francis then held up a flower. “To what kingdom does this 
blossom belong?” he asked. “To the vegetable kingdom,” again came 
the correct answer. Then with a twinkle in his eye, the saint asked: 
“And now, children, tell me, to what kingdom do I belong?” Perhaps 
he expected the answer, “To the animal kingdom,” and intended to 
pretend he was displeased at being classed with the animals. But he 
was disarmed by the answer which came promptly from a tiny girl in 
the front row, “Why surely, Monsignor, you belong to the kingdom 
of heaven.” Deeply moved, St. Francis blessed the little girl and gave 
her his little silver pocket cross as a reward of merit. 
We all want to belong to the kingdom of heaven, to God’s king- 
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dom. On earth this kingdom is the Holy Catholic Church, so we 
really do belong to it. But there is only one way to reach the Heav- 
enly Kingdom, heaven itself, and that is to do what the Church commands 
us. You know what this is from your catechism. You must, first of 
all, keep God’s commandments and avoid sin — because those who 
commit mortal sin give themselves over to the devil’s kingdom, the 
kingdom of hell. Then you must also assist at Holy Mass on all holy 
days and Sundays and often receive the sacraments. You must like- 
wise be faithful to your prayers, and practice the different virtues, of 
which Jesus gave us an example during His holy life on earth. 

These virtues are like the steps of a stairway, which help you to 
climb up to heaven. Each time you take a step you get a little nearer 
the top; so also, every time you practice any virtue you climb a 
little closer to heaven. But when you commit sin, you go a step 
downward. Mortal sin sends you all the way back to the bottom. 
Only by a good confession can you get up again. In confession, God, 
as it were, takes you in His arms and lifts you back on the stairway 
so you can begin climbing again. Slight venial sins do not make you 
step down, but the very wilful ones pull you down a step or two. 
Venial sins are like a weight which holds you back so you cannot 
climb, or pull you down so you have to take those steps over. But 
you must keep on climbing all the time in order to reach heaven, 
beginning over and over again. God gives you His grace to help 
you on the way and to strengthen you when you are weak. That is 
why you must often go to Holy*Mass, pray and receive the sacraments. 
God has put His graces especially in these things. By His grace you 
are able to take one step after another. Sometimes you take a step 
by cheerfully obeying those who are placed over you — your parents, 
your teachers, your pastor. By being kind and patient with those 
around you, you take more steps. Some of the other steps on the 
stairway to heaven are honesty and truthfulness, purity, gratitude, 
humility, charity, love of God, self-denial and self-control, meekness 
and generosity. If you keep on day after day, and do not grow 
discouraged or give up when you find you have gone backwards, the 
time will finally come when you will hear Jesus, your Divine Savior 
and King, inviting you to enter the portals of heaven with the words: 
“Come, you blessed of My Father. Receive the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the beginning of the world.” 

There is also another point we should think about in regard to 
God’s Kingdom. Every time you pray the “Our Father,” you say the 
words: Thy Kingdom come! These words express the wish and 
desire that the time may soon come when every soul will belong to 
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God’s Kingdom, by belonging to’ His Church, keeping His command- 
ments and faithfully loving and serving Him, the Eternal King of 
majesty and glory. You must, therefore, also try to bring other souls 
into God’s Kingdom. You can do this by prayer and good example. 
Especially during these last days of Lent and during the Easter season 
you should pray for sinners that they may accept the graces God wants 
to give them and make their Easter confession and Communion. By 
doing this you may bring a soul into God’s Kingdom, as the little 
girl did in the following story:— 


The Soldier and the Orphan Child 


A poor orphan child had been adopted by a soldier whom she 
called her father. By her simple piety and affection, she gained a 
powerful influence over him. He used to call her his little saint. 
Never would he smoke in her presence, and still less swear or use 
bad language. He was even led to pray, a thing which he had not 
done for long, long years. One day he entered the church, and to 
his surprise he saw the little girl kneeling near the altar, absorbed 
in devout prayer. The thought came to his mind that she was prob- 
ably praying for his conversion. And this was really true. Tears 
came to his eyes, and he felt a change of heart which made him 
desire to go to confession and have his sins forgiven. The little girl’s 
prayers had won this grace for him. How happy the little girl was 
when he accompanied her to the Communion rail the next Sunday to 
make his Easter Communion. Such is the power of prayer and good 
example. 

Practice: In honor of St. Joseph, whose solemn feastday comes 
on April 23, try to be especially patient and kind during this month. 
There are many little ways you can do this, such as running errands 
for your father and mother, for your teacher, or perhaps some elderly 
neighbor, helping your brothers and sisters or classmates, sharing 
your candy, giving up something to another, etc. And remember all 


these little acts of kindness and patience will bring you a little higher 
on the, stairway to heaven. 


Aspiration: O Jesus, have mercy on sinners and bring them 
into Thy Kingdom. Thy Kingdom come! 


LLhLLEE?  eEEOoOew 
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Holy Week in the Liturgy — The Gift Divine and Our Return — 
Easter Morning with the Mother of Christ — Know and Explain Your 
Catholic Faith — St. Gertrude and the Souls in Purgatory — “Dimes 
for Jesus’’ — Mexican Martyrs — An American Bishop Addresses Us 
in Behalf of the Needy of Germany — Little Lovers’ League. 











April Gems 


INCE April is dedicated to the Holy 

Eucharist, and on the first Thursday 
is commemorated the institution of this sub- 
lime Sacrament, it is a most appropriate 
time to enliven faith in the Mystery of the 
Altar by reflection and prayer. The follow- 
ing booklets are admirably suited to this 
twofold aim:— 





The Treasures of the Mass — A devotional explanation of the 
prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of the Holy Sacrifice, and the benefits to 
be derived by devout participation, written in clear and inspiring language. 
128 pages. 25¢ 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice — Another booklet on the Mass, the 
source of all grace and sanctification by which worthy homage is rendered 
to the Most Holy Trinity, and inestimable graces obtained for souls. 64 pages. 
10¢ 

Communicate Frequently and Devoutly — An exhortation to the 
frequent reception of Holy Communion and instructions with regard to this 
practice. 10¢ e 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with Jesus — A favorite booklet contain- 
ing intimate conversations with the Prisoner of Love, which treat of the 
Real Presence, the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, Holy Communion, Eucharistic 
Friendship and the Eucharistic Gift. Splendid for visits, the Holy Hour, 
Communion devotions, and suited for a Eucharistic novena. 64 pages. 10¢ 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All — A booklet on the abiding Presence 
of Jesus in the Tabernacle, which will inflame faith, inspire confidence and 
set love aglow. 64 pages. 10¢ ‘ 


Sweet Sacrament, We Thee Adore — For private and public 
adoration. Prayers are rich in content, breathing the spirit of the psalms 
and rendering praise and thanksgiving to God in the Blessed Sacrament, as 
well as putting on the lips of the adorer petitions for his temporal and 
spiritual needs, the needs of Holy Church and the entire human family. 
64 pages. 10¢ 


For the Solemnity of St. Joseph — April 23 


Go to Joseph — Invoke St. Joseph in your spiritual and temporal 
needs for as foster father of Jesus and the “Just Man” he is most powerful. 
This booklet treats of his dignity and power, and offers a variety of prayers. 
64 pages. 10¢ 


Devotions to St. Joseph — An excellent collection of prayers for 
every occasion. 64 pages. 10¢ 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Heart-talks with the Man of Sorrows (new) -— Compassion- 
ate conversations with the suffering Savior through all the stages of 
His bitter Passion, subdivided into nine sections so as to make it suit- 
able for a novena. An ideal booklet for Holy Hours; can also be 
adapted to the devotion of the Way of the Cross. Each reflection is 
accompanied by a touching’ picture of the corresponding mystery. 15¢ 


Pathways to Peace — PEACE~— peace of heart and soul, is 
the fruit of Christ’s redemptive mysteries. With the words ‘‘Peace be 
to you,’’ He greeted the Apostles on the first Haster morning. The 
fruit of Bastertide for us should likewise be an increase of peace in our 
soul. To help souls attain true peace is the aim of this booklet, which 
presents considerations on God's love and providence, and instructs in 
the exercise of the virtues of faith, hope and charity, the three powers 
of the soul by which it is united to the Infinite Truth, the Eternal Hap- 
piness and Unending Peace, and the Divine Goodness. 10¢ 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Part I 
Another booklet specially recommended for this season, which will 
enable the soul to participate in the merits and graces of the Redemp- 
tion through the wellspring of the Church’s liturgy, the most fruitful 
source of all spiritual life and growth. Devoted to the first half of the 
Church year, from Advent to Pentecost. 96 pages. 15¢ 

Part If — A continuation of the Church feasts from Pentecost to 
Advent, and a companion to the above booklet. 15¢ 


Other suggested booklets at 10¢ each: 
From Olivet to Calvary The Way of the Cross 
Devotion to the Precious Blood Devotion to the Holy Face 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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